	Pre-Algebra Vocabulary 2007-2008

1. Absolute value 				

2.  Additive identity property


3. Additive inverse


4. Associative property


5. Base of a power	



6. Best-fitting line


7. Box-and-whisker plot	



8. Circle


9. Circumference of a circle

10. Coefficient


11. Common factor


12. Common multiple

13. Commutative property


The distance from a number to 0 on a number line; must always be positive

States that the sum of any number and 0 is that number (a + 0 = a)

States that the sum of a number and its inverse is 0 (a + -a = 0)

States that changing the grouping of numbers does not change the answer in addition or multiplication; (9+6) + 2 = 9 + (6+2)

The number that is multiplied by itself the same number of times as the power; in 27, the base is 2 so it is multiplied by itself 7 times 

The line that lies as close as possible to the points on a scatter plot and shows a trend in the data

A data display that organizes data values into four groups using the lower extreme, lower quartile, upper quartile, and upper extreme

A planar figure in which all of the points are equidistance from the center

The distance around a circle; C = πd or C = 2πr

The number that is multiplied by a variable; in 3x, 3 is the coefficient

A whole number that can be divided evenly into two or more whole numbers

A multiple that is shared by two or more numbers

States that you can add or multiply in any order and the answer is the same; 9 + 6 = 6 + 9; 2 * 3 = 3 * 2


14. Composite number	

15. Complementary angles

16. Congruent figures

17. Constant

18. Coordinate graph


19. Corresponding angles


20. Cross product



21. Dependent events



22. Diameter of a circle

23. Edge of a polyhedron

24. Equation


25. Equivalent equations


26. Equivalent fractions


27. Evaluate

28. Expanded form

A whole number that has more than two factors

Two angles whose measures have a sum of 90°

Two or more figures that have the same shape and same size

A number; in 8x + 5, 5 is the constant

A graph formed by the intersection of a horizontal number line, the x-axis, and a vertical number line, the y-axis

Two congruent angles that occupy the same spot when a transversal intersects two lines

The product of the numerator of one ratio and the denominator of another ratio; the cross products of a proportion are equal

Two events in which the occurrence of one event affects the probability of the other event; example:  a bag contains 4 red and 5 green marbles.  You draw a red and don’t replace it.  

The distance across the circle through the center; D = 2r

The line that is formed when two faces meet, or intersect

A mathematical sentence that has an equal sign (=) between two expressions

Equations that have the same solution; 5y – 2 = 8 and 5y = 10 are equivalent equations

Fractions that are equal, meaning they reduce to the same fraction in lowest terms

Find a solution

A number written as a sum of its place value or a power written as a product of its base  (124,568 = 100,000 + 20,000 + 4,000 + 500 + 60 + 8  or 34 = 3 x 3 x 3 x 3
29. Experimental probability


30. Exponent


31. Factorial


32. Frequency

33. Frequency table


34. Greatest common factor 
(GCF)

35. Height of a polygon or polyhedron

36. Histogram


37. Hypotenuse

38. Independent events



39. Inequality


40. Integers

41. Inverse operations


42. Irrational number


Probability based on repeated trials of an experiment; the ratio of the number of successes to the number of tries

A number that shows how many times a base is multiplied by itself; in 27, 7 is the exponent

The product of the integers from 1 to that number;                  4! = 4 * 3 * 2 * 1

The number of times a number occurs in a data set

A method of displaying data that uses tally marks to show how often each event occurs

The largest whole number that is a factor of two numbers


The distance between the top of the figure and the base; always measured on a 90° angle to the base

A data display that shows data in intervals; similar to a bar graph, except the bars touch and the data is in intervals

The side of a right triangle that is across from the right angle

Two events in which the occurrence of one event does NOT affect the probability of the occurrence of the other; example:  rolling a 3 and then a 4 on a die

A mathematical statement formed by placing a greater than or less than sign between two expressions; example:  4 > -7

Whole numbers and their opposites (negatives)

Two operations that undo each other because they are opposites; addition / subtraction; multiplication / division

A number that can NOT be written as a ratio of two integers; a non-repeating, non-terminating decimal

43. Face of a polyhedron

44. Least common multiple (LCM)

45. Legs of a right triangle

46. Like terms


47. Line of reflection


48. Line of symmetry


49. Midpoint 


50. Multiple

51. Multiplicative identity property

52. Multiplicative inverse


53. Net


54. Opposites


55. Ordered pair


56. Order of operations


A flat side of a polyhedron that is in the shape of a polygon

The smallest number that is a common multiple of two numbers; used for the common denominator in fractions

The two sides of a right triangle that form the right angle

Terms that have identical variable parts; 7x and 8x or 5x2 and 9x2

The line which a figure is flipped over to create a reflection (mirror image)

A line that divides a figure into two parts that are reflections of each other 

The point on a segment that is equal distance from each endpoint (in the middle)

The product of a number and any whole number

The product of any number and 1 is that number


The reciprocal of a number; the multiplicative inverse of ¾ is 4/3

A two-dimensional representation of a solid; the surface area of a solid is equal to the area of its net

Two numbers with the same absolute value, but different signs; 5 and -5

A pair of numbers (x,y) that can be used to represent a point on a coordinate plane

A set of rules for evaluating an expression containing more than one operation


57. Parallelogram

58. Perfect square


59. Permutation



60. Polygon


61. Polyhedron

62. Prime factorization


63. Prime number

64. Probability


65. Proportion


66. Pythagorean theorem


67. Quadrilateral

68. Radius of a circle

69. Ratio


70. Rational number

71. Real numbers



A quadrilateral with both pairs of opposite sides parallel

A number that is the square of an integer; the perfect squares from 1 to 100 are: 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, 36, 49, 64, 81, 100

An arrangement of objects in which the order IS important; there are six permutations for the 3 letters A, H, T:  AHT, ATH, THA, TAH, HTA, HAT

A closed plane figure with straight sides that intersect only at their endpoints

A 3-dimensional figure or solid

Writing a whole number as a product of its prime numbers; usually found using a factor tree; 60 = 22 * 3 * 5

A whole number that has exactly two factors, 1 and itself

How likely an event is to occur; the odds of something happening

An equation that states that two ratios are equivalent; the cross products are equal; 3/7 = 6/14 or x/7 = 6/14

For any right triangle, the sum of the squares of the legs is equal to the square of the hypotenuse; a2 + b2 = c2 

A four-sided polygon

The distance between the center and any point on the circle

A comparison of two numbers using division; can be written 3 ways:  a/b, a:b or a to b

A number that can be written as a ratio of two integers

The set of all rational and irrational numbers



72. Reciprocal

73. Reflection


74. Regular polygon


75. Rhombus

76. Rotation


77. Scale drawing


78. Scatter plot


79. Scientific notation


80. Similar figures


81. Simplest form


82. Slope


83. Slope-intercept form


84. Square root

85. Standard form




A number flipped upside down;  2/3 and 3/2; 1/5 and 5

A transformation in which a figure is flipped over a line, creating a mirror image

A polygon whose sides all have the same length and angles are all equivalent

A parallelogram with 4 congruent sides

A transformation in which a figure is turned around a center point

A drawing that is similar to the original object, but shrunk or enlarged by a fixed number

A graph in a coordinate plane that displays paired data; each data point is represented as a point on the coordinate plane

A way to represent very large or very small numbers using powers of 10; 4.3 * 104 = 43, 000

Figures that have the same shape, but not the same size, although the lengths of the sides are proportional

A fraction in lowest terms where the numerator and denominator do not have any common factors

Rise over run; change in height of a line over the change in length

The equation for a line, y = mx + b where m is the slope and b is the y-intercept

 is a number multiplied by itself to give you n

The traditional way of writing a number



86. Stem-and-leaf plot



87. Supplementary angles

88. Surface area

89. Theoretical probability


90. Transformation



91. Translation


92. Trapezoid

93. Variable


94. Variable expression


95. Vertex

96. X-axis

97. X-intercept

98. Y-axis

99. Y-intercept

100. Zero as an exponent

A data display that organizes data based on their digits; the stem is the number of tens and the leaf is the number in the ones place

Two angles whose measures have a sum of 180°

The sum of the areas of all of the faces of a solid

The ratio of the number of favorable outcomes to the number of possible outcomes

A change made to the location or to the size of a figure, resulting in a new figure; there are 4 types:  translation (slide), reflection (flip), rotation (turn) and dilation

A transformation in which each point of a figure moves the same distance in the same direction

A quadrilateral with ONLY one pair of parallel sides

A letter used to represent one or more numbers; in 8x + 5, x is the variable

An expression that consists of constants, variables, and operations

The point where two lines meet, forming an angle

The horizontal (across) number line in a coordinate plane

The point where a line crosses the x-axis

The vertical (up/down) number line on a coordinate plane

The point where a line crosses the y-axis

Any number raised to a power of zero is 1; x0 = 1


